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provide support to activities which generate and accelerate projects that feed
into the overall objective of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region
Horizontal Action on the sustainable bioeconomy.
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Main objective
The project aims at supporting pan-Baltic cooperation in the blue bioeconomy to foster blue growth and to develop
sustainable biobased value chains. It contributes to developing an integrated Blue Biotechnology strategy in the
Baltic Sea Region for research and commercialisation of marine bio-based products and ecosystem services
delivered by marine resources.
Planed activities
We carried out three workshops to identify key actors and initiatives and to start off the development of larger
Baltic Sea Region wide projects on the following topics:




Virtual Institute of Blue Biotechnology for the Baltic Sea Region: A platform for shared facilities, expertise
and support services to develop and market new marine bio-based products (workshop held in Berlin on
14 November 2014);
Cooperation of BSR regions in implementing their research and innovation strategies for smart
specialisation (RIS3) with focus on issues related to blue growth and the blue bioeconomy (workshop held
in Berlin on 11 December 2014),
Fostering commercial uses of macroalgae (seaweed) cultivated in the Baltic Sea, including technology
development aspects for cultivation and extraction of selected naturally occurring species (Workshop held
in Taastrup on 25 February 2015).
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Expected outcome
As a result of these project development activities, two concept notes have already been submitted to the Interreg
Baltic Sea Region Programme 2014–2020, covering the first two of the above-mentioned topics. During 2015, we
will continue to work on a project proposal for the macroalgae topic.

