BSR Bioeconomy Council meeting 4th of November 2019
Place: Zoom-meeting online
Participants: Beate El-Chichakli, Daniela Thraen, Christine Lang, Gudrun Mernitz, Beate Cuypers, Helge
Paulsen, Tómas Orri Ragnarsson, Esben Lanthén, Mads Wolff, Bjørn Tore Erdal, Torfi Johannesson, Marte
Mathisen, Sven Parkel, Anna Aalto, Mads Randbøll Wolff, Dalia Miniataitė, Darius Liutikas, Dalia
Miniataitė, Lina Janusauskiene, Helen Nilsson, Kristine Sirma, Maija Kāle, Camilla Widmark, Håkon
Haggstrøm, Daniel Thorel, Jan Svensson, Hans-Olof Stålgren , Jonas Rönnberg, Mimmi Blomquist, Lise
Lykke Steffensen, Alberto Giacometti

For the first time a Council meeting was held online, and we are very pleased with the outcome. Our goal is
not to reduce the number of council-meetings, but rather contributing to reducing our carbon footprint,
while make the process more efficient and including for all members of the panel.
After a few technical adjustments, all participants gave a short status on their bioeconomy work in their
region.
Action Plan
Torfi Jóhannesson gave a short status on the revision of the Action Plan. Before the 1st of November PACs
and HACs drafted their contribution. Further, Commission and Bettina Rafaelsen will draft a revised version
of the rest of the AP asap. Commission will send PAC/HAC contributions to NC group by 4.11. 2019 and an
analysis/summary of them (proposal for Action Plan) by 8.11. A NC group meeting is planned in November
and December 2019. Around January – March 2020 there will be internal procedure in the Commission.
Esben Lanthén and Mads Wolff from Nordic Sustainability presented preliminary findings and gave a
status on the trend analysis
The aim of the project is to perform a bioeconomy trend analysis in the Baltic Sea Region and NV-Russia,
identifying the most relevant macro trends for bioeconomy in the region. The results of the analysis will be
used to support policy dialog within the national and regional stakeholders of EUSBSR and the NCM.
The trend analysis will assess how far the Baltic Sea Region, NV-Russia, and the Nordic Arctic region have
come in realizing the bioeconomy and provide an overview of the key future bioeconomy changes/trends.
The outcome of the project is a report supported by communication and stakeholder engagement across
the project. The approach is outlined below:

Process Plan
PHASE I:
Youth visions for the bioeconomy
• Kick-off and feedback in workshop
w. BSR Bioeconomy Council & PA
Bioeconomy
• Interviews with youth to develop
youth vision brief for bioeconomy
in the BSR and NW-Russia
• Stakeholder engagement and
policy dialogue at EUSBSR Annual
Forum 2019

PHASE II:
Identifying trends and challenges
• Literature review of challenges and
trends in bioeconomy and adjacent
sectors
• Stakeholder interviews, policy
dialogue, and workshop with BSR
Bioeconomy Council on trends

PHASE III:
Surveying relevance of trends
• Developing and running survey on
relevance and prioritization of
trends
• Launch of survey at Nordregio
Forum, including workshop
• Communication bursts to generate
survey responses and raise interest
• Workshop at Arctic Frontiers

COMMUNICATION ACTIVITIES
• Youth vision brief and op-eds on youth’s vision for the bioeconomy (3-4
bursts leading up to EUSBSR Annual Forum 2019)
• Communication burst on survey launch, Nordregio Forum
• Survey deadline communication burst
• Prelaunch communication of final report (3-4 bursts leading up to
EUSBSR Annual Forum 2020)

PHASE IV:
Final report and pointing forward
• Analyse survey data and link trends
to SDGs
• Mapping and visualizations of key
bioeconomy indicators
• Develop final report, Local Actors’
Engagement Toolkit
• Stakeholder engagement, policy
dialogue, and launch of final report
at EUSBSR Annual Forum 2020

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
•
•
•
•
•
•

BSR Bioeconomy Council Meeting – May 2019
PA Bioeconomy meeting – May 2019
EUSBSR Annual Forum 2019 – June 2019
Nordregio Forum – November 2019
Arctic Frontiers – January 2020
EUSBSR Annual Forum 2020

Status in November is that two workshops have been completed and the literature review is in progress.
Status meeting I Trend analysis for bioeconomy in the BSR | August, 2019
Over the next few weeks the expert interviews will be conducted, and by the end of November the survey
will be send out. The panel were also encouraged to both participate and to help us share the survey. For
further inputs to the trend analysis, please contact Esben Lanthén ELA@nordicsustainability.com and
Mads Randbøll Wolff mrwolff@hotmail.com
Overall, the panel seemed positive and supportive of the trend analysis, and several of the members were
willing to contribute to the publication via expert interviews and to help us share the survey. Moreover, the
panel gave inputs to the trend analysis, the next project period and the action plan. Overall it was suggested
to focus on youth, SDGs, agricultural biodiversity and biodiversity, sustainable business models, connecting
networks, platform coordination, sustainable markets; consumption and demand (sustainable consumption
and production), national strategies, forest as a solution to “everything”, circular bioeconomy, biomass,
climate issues related to the bioeconomy, healthy eco-systems, look into the goals of the environmental
directive of the EU, need for storytelling, all generation involvement, new proteins and health. Finally,
inspiration for the next project period was encouraged, and we are more than happy to hear your ideas.
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