
NEWSLETTER 5
 Engaging the private sector in further bioeconomy development 
activities in the Baltic Sea Region, good bioeconomy policy 
practices and setting new targets towards 2030 

Bioeconomy in the Baltic Sea Region

In this newsletter you can read about: Efforts to promote the local bioeco-

nomy in Luleå and Piteå Sweden, and Kemi, Finland; the launch of the new 

cooperation project BSR Stars S3 aiming to support smart specialization in 

the digital economy and bioeconomy in the Baltic Sea Region; the 2nd BSR 

Bioeconomy Council meeting that took place on 21 June 2016; and finally 

we take a look at the upcoming EUSBSR Annual Strategy Forum in Stock-

holm on 8-9 November 2016.
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Efforts to promote the bioecon-
omy in Luleå and Piteå, Sweden, 
and Kemi, Finland

On 18-19 May 2016 the Nordic Council of Minis-
ters in its capacity as Policy Area Coordinator 
for Bioeconomy with the EUSBSR – together 
with Nordregio – organized a study visit to 
Luleå, Piteå and Kemi.

The objective of the visit was to showcase how 
regional efforts are currently unfolding aiming 
to realize the bioeconomy – with a particular 
emphasis on the role of bioeconomy clusters, 
hubs, centres of excellence and other interme-
diaries connecting the policy level with re-
search, innovation and business development.

In Luleå, Luleå University of Technology (LTU) 
and Swedish ICT (SICT) provided insights on 
respectively biofuel research and innovation 
in the north and on how data centers and big 
data more generally holds opportunities to 
propel renewable energy and energy efficient 
solutions. Also, Luleå University of Technology 
provided insights into their efforts on business 
model innovation in the circular economy. A 
visit to Piteå provided participants with an op-
portunity to experience first hand “LTU Green 
Fuels” where LTU tests large-scale production 
of green fuels to pave the way for a fossil-free 

transport system.

 
In Kemi, at Digipolis Technology Park, partic-
ipants were presented to Bioeconomy and In-
dustrial Symbiosis actors and activities in North 
Finland, and in particular to the efforts of the 
“Modern Circular Economy Industrial Cluster 
in North Finland”; the biorefinery project in 
Kaidi; the “ProAgria Lapland cluster”; the 
”Arctic Bioeconomy Project”; and bioeconomy 
and cleantech efforts in the municipality of li 
and the area around Oulu. 

Both in Luleå and  Kemi participants discussed 

best and next practices for accelerating the 

transition towards the circular economy and 

bioeconomy – with a particular emphasis on 

cooperation with the private sector. Partici-

pants identified a number of opportunities for 

macro-regional cooperation between nodes of 

local and regional circular economy and bioec-

onomy excellence – among these opportunities 

for experience sharing and learning; accelerat-

ed innovation and business cooperation such as 

through business matchmaking; as well as shar-

ing of business development models, services 

and infrastructures.



www.bs rb i oeconomy.ne t
The Nordic Council of Ministers
Ved Stranden 18 
1061 Copenhagen K, Denmark 

+45 33 96 02 00

 

The Nordic Council of Ministers and Nordregio are grateful 

to hosts and participants during the visit to Luleå, Piteå 

and Kemi. We think it was two very informative and inter-

esting days that brought forward a lot of new knowledge 

and inspiration for further bioeconomy development ef-

forts. Such input is very valuable, in particular in our strive 

to engage more with private sector stakeholders in our 

efforts to propel the transition towards the bioeconomy 

and circular economy in the Baltic Sea Region. 

Liv la Cour Belling 

Project Co-ordinator

Email: livbel@norden.org
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BSR Stars S3: 
Supporting smart specialization in the bioecono-

my economy

In our last newsletter you could read about the new cooperation 

project “BSR Stars S3 - Stimulating smart specialization ecosystem 

through engaging SMEs in open innovation processes” aiming to de-

velop more integrated innovation support infrastructures and new in-

novation management tools to leverage complementary competences 

across borders in the Baltic Sea Region.

On 14-15 May 2016 the project had its kick-off meeting in Tampere, 

Finland. A key point on the agenda was to prepare for an effective 

implementation of the first year of activities.

The Nordic Council of Ministers will after the summer break com-

mence two sets of activities: 
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Torfi Jóhannesson 

Senior Adviser  
BSR Stars S3 project partner
Email: :torjoh@norden.org

 

BSR STARS S3 is a project led by Baltic In-
stitute of Finland in partnership with 10 
partners, one of them the Nordic Council of 
Ministers.
Read more on www.baltic.org

Secondly, and implemented in parallel 

with the above activity, another mapping 

will identify good practices in the circu-

lar economy – with a particular emphasis 

on Industrial Symbiosis. The mapping will 

identify how circular economy efforts pro-

duces benefits to society and business by 

recombining old value chains and develop-

ing new ones. Workshop activities during 

2017 will thereafter take steps to build a 

strong macro-regional network among pro-

ponents and leaders of circular economy 

initiatives. The aim is to provide propo-

nents and leaders of circular economy ini-

tiatives with a resource of knowledge and 

experiences that can support them in add-

ing further momentum to their efforts.

 

Firstly, a mapping will identify a num-

ber of circular and bioeconomy related 

hard and soft test and demonstration 

infrastructures around the Baltic Sea 

Region with potential for shared uses 

among SMEs. The results of the map-

ping will be presented at a workshop in 

the beginning 2017. The workshop will 

discuss the opportunity for developing 

a voucher-based system to allow SMEs 

to access and benefit from specialized 

test and demonstration centers located 

outside their home region and coun-

try. Following the workshop the vouch-

er-based system will be developed and 

the open innovation system will com-

mence in the autumn of 2017.
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2nd BSR Bioeconomy Council meeting  
Copenhagen 21 June 2016

The BSR Bioeconomy Council met for the second time on 21 

June 2016 in Copenhagen. The BSR Bioeconomy Council provides 

a platform for sharing of policy practices and policy learning. 

 
   BSR Bioeconomy Council members in front of the Nordic Council of Ministers Secretariat in Copenhagen

 
For more information, meeting summary etc. please visit 

http://www.bsrbioeconomy.net/council.html
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In the last three months since the last meeting much has hap-
pened. In a snapshot: 

The Nordic Council of Ministers informed about its work within the Nordic Bioec-

onomy Panel to identify 15-20 best cases of how countries in the Nordic region 

effectively work to accelerate the bioeconomy. Finland informed about its current 

efforts to evaluate the performance of its bioeconomy strategy – with a report on 

this expected in September 2016. The Lodzkie Region informed about the devel-

opment if it’s regional bioeconomy strategy and the organisation of the European 

Bioeconomy Congress on 6-7 October in Lodz. Nordregio informed about its recent 

studies on circular and bioeconomy activities and cases in the Nordic Region – an 

effort that will be subject to dialogue at the next Nordregio Forum on 22-23 No-

vember 2016. Nordic Forest Research (SNS) informed about a matchmaking event 

on 15 September targeting researchers, policymakers and business in the forestry, 

agriculture, environment and energy sectors. Sweden informed about its Action 

Plan “Circular and Bio-based Economy” setting out a framework for efforts within 

transportation, smart cities, life-science, circular and bio-based economy, and 

digitalised and new materials. ScanBalt Bioregion informed about its upcoming 

efforts within the health area where the partnership has recently attracted sub-

stantial additional funds from Horizon 2020. The Council of the Baltic Sea States 

informed about its efforts under Baltic 2030 (that succeeds the Baltic 21 initiative) 

that over the coming years will include a number of dialogue activities with rele-

vance for the bioeconomy. Iceland informed about the on-going efforts to develop 

and present a national bioeconomy strategy, which is expected to be launched in 

October 2016.

The University of Gothenburg informed about its efforts within the Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network Northern Europe (SDSN NE) – an effort to pool sus-

tainability knowledge, experience and capacities of the regions’ academic, busi-

ness and civil society actors. The Nordic Council of Ministers Office in Latvia in-

formed about the effort in Latvia to mobilise stakeholders to unite around efforts 

to accelerate the bioeconomy and draft a national strategy. Finally the European 

Commission informed about an upcoming event on 8-9 September 2016 about co-

hesion policy and the bioeconomy. Also, the European Commission informed about 

the 2017 upcoming review of the European Union bioeconomy strategy, “A Bioec-

onomy for Europe” which was adopted back in February 2012.
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At the first Council meeting a number of participants had voiced their interest 

for the Council to address the issue of performance and impact indicators for 

assessing the progress of the bioeconomy development efforts in the Baltic 

Sea Region. Responding to this interest the Nordic Council of Ministers had 

commissioned a report on the subject. Henning Klarlund from Roskilde Univer-

sity presented the report “Impact Study” to the Council. The report includes 

recommendation on knowledge exchange, joint development of impact tools 

and methods, and joint efforts as regards impact indicators is available on 

www.bsrbioeconomy.net.  

 

The Council’s discussion of the report confirmed the complexity of the bioec-

onomy – and the added complexity when attempting to measure the bioeco-

nomy quantitatively and qualitatively. It was generally agreed that there is a 

need for a rather simple framework for measuring the impact of bioeconomy 

efforts, in particular with a view to ensure effective communication. It was 

agreed that some of the key thematic indicators (i.e. “what we want at the 

end of the rainbow”) includes: Food security, conservation of national resourc-

es, improved livelihoods, community resilience, improved efficiency in use 

of biomass, governance, use of existing knowledge and expertise, trade and 

market sustainability aspects, and sustainable consumption. 
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Towards the end of the meeting Iceland (by Matis) and Finland (by Digipolis) 

presented their respective initiatives aiming to bring together efforts of public 

and private stakeholders at the local, regional and national level – and beyond, 

internationally. The presentations and subsequent discussion revealed that in 

the countries around the Baltic Sea Region there is much experience and many 

well-tested innovation and business development models that bridge and con-

nect local actors (public and private) with research institutions and national 

authorities. These bridge-builders or intermediaries – be it cluster, centres of 

expertise, hubs etc. – play an important role for propelling the bioeconomy. 

Sharing of experience in this area is something that could provide genuine val-

ue added to transnational cooperation within the context of the BSR Bioecon-

omy Council in years to come. The cooperation project BSR Star S3 (presented 

elsewhere in this newsletter) demonstrates how this may be pursued.  

Sigrun Elsa  Smáradóttir from Matis in Iceland  talks about local to national impact 

in the bioeconomy.
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Upcoming  Even t s
 
EUSBSR Annual Strategy Forum, Stockholm 8-9 November 2016

On 8-9 November 2016 Sweden, in partnership with the Nordic 
Council  of Ministers, hosts the EUSBSR Annual Strategy Forum.

The key theme of the Forum is to take stock on the achieve-
ments of the Strategy and associated Action Plan – and set new 
target towards Baltic Sea Region cooperation towards 2030.

During the Forum there wil l  be sessions on achievements and 
upcoming efforts to realise the bioeconomy in the Baltic Sea 
Region – including within the context of EUSBSR Policy Area 
Bioeconomy. Programme details are expected to be announced 
in September. 

You can keep up to date with programme developments on: 
www.strategyforum2016.eu


